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(THE COMMISSION CONVENED at 1010 HOURS.) 


BY THE COMMISSIONER: 

Before we Continue with the re-examination of this witness, I should 
like to read the first two paragraphs of an Order of the Tribunal dated 
3 July: 

"l.e The application of Dr. Pelckmann that the proceedings 
against the SS be separated, is denied, 

"2. The application to extend hearings before the Commission 
is denied and the Tribunal reaffirms its decision that there should 
be no hearings after July 5 except in cases especially permitted by 
the Commissioners," 

Applications for hearings to be held after the 5th of July will be discussed 


at 2 o'clock in Room 272. 


Now there is one sub ject, xex% Nr, Elwyn-Jones, I would like to bring 
(T j A مج‎ Aa We A 
up and that is the case of the Ordi Polizei, At the very beginning 


of hearings of the Comission, I think it was actually the first day, the 


A 
kd 
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20th of May, there was some discussion here as to how far the Ordénerce- 
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Polizei was indicted. The Prosecution made a statement on that occasion 
to the effect that the Ordinance Polizei were only indicted in so far as 
certain of their membership belonged to the SS. That occurred during 
the hearing of the witness Bader. That witness was eventually withdrawn 
and did not give very much evidence and as a result the transcript of 
those proceedings has not as yet been published. I do not think it may 
be necessary to go to the trouble of doing so if we could get a confirm- 
ation of the previous statement of the Prosecution. I am going to hand 
yk Dr. Pelckman's request to you, in writing, for confirmation of Colonel 
Griffith-Jones' statement, because some confusion arose in the mind of 
defense counsel at the time. I think you would probably prefer to con- 
sider that now and perhaps later on, next week, it might be brought up 
here. 

WR. WYN JONES: I think that would be the most convenient 


courses 
COLONET, NEAVE: T don't think it right to discuss it until then. 
wR. ELWYN JONES: I would like to consider the position and 
perhaps it might be convenient for the Prosecution to reply in writing, 
through you, to the defense counsel. 


COLONEL NEAVE: I think if any clarification is actually 


rewired it should form mart of the record. 


DR. REINICKE, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 


BY THE COMMISSIONER: 


O Do you understand that you are still under oath? 


A Yes. ۱ 4 
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REDIRECT EXAVINATION 
BY DR, PELCKMANN: 


Q Witness, you told the Prosecution that the Court Officers of the con- 


centration camps were responsible for the fact that even thou-» there were 


of the concentration camp. 

A I said that the investigations through the SS Police Court System 
were carried out by the "Gerichtsherr" (War Lord) or Court Officer. There 
were such court officers also in the concentration camps and if there were 
any such unnatural death causes or criminal actions, then it would have been 
the duty of the court officer to report this to the Gerichtsherr so that the 
Gerichtsherr could hand over these charges to the regular court for trial. 

Q Were these court officers under your jurisdiction -- those that 
were active in the concentration cams? 

A The Court Officer, as such, is not a member of the disciplinary or 
court system of the SS and Police and therefore is not under its juris- 
diction. Ve is only bound by the notices or advice of the Gerichtsherr. 

If the court officer had any suspicions of the unnatural deaths in these 
concentration camps then he could have requested that he be shown the death 
recister for investigation. Such investigations were done at the end of 
1943 and during the year 1944, by commissions which were named through the 
Main Office SS Court. The result of that was that court actioms were 
instigated in all suspicious cases, Due to the fact that the court system 
or the investigation system during the course of 1944 got closer and 
closer to the actual criminal activities or criminal occurrences, the 


fought with all the power that was available a 


superiors of these groups ) 
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to them against these inves tigationse It vot so far that during the course of ل19‎ 
Obergruppenfuehrer Pohl and Obergruppenfuehrer Kalte brunner, in a joint statement 


sh "4 ٣ مهد .1 و‎ . > ٠ ۰ A 
to Reichsfuehrer-SS Himmler, recuested that the investigations of the SS Court be 





discontinued due to the fact that the discipline of the prisoners was endangered 


through these investigations, The result of that was that Himmler did not aid 


‘se concentration camns. Fowever 


8 


these court investigations any more within the 
he still permitted these investigations to go on in an even greater scale than 
they had gone on before. The main reason why tody the number of investigations 

is so much smaller than the number of actually knowm criminal actions is due to 
the following reason: It was up to the end of 1944 that the SS investigation 
system did not know that these matters were carried out due to orders from the 
top, that is, orders from Pohl and Kaltenbrunner. 

2 Since the prosecutor brought up the name of the court officer is there a 
possibility now that these people were connected by certain circles that were in 
some way active within the concentration camps 3, that these persons were are today 
accused of participating in these criminal actions within concentration camps? 

A The investigations showed that the circle of criminals could be found in 
the following categories: First of all the criminals could be found in the cirtle 
of the concentration camp commanders; 2, in the circle of the members of the 
commanding staff of the concentration camp; 3, in political sections of the con- 
centration camps; 4, criminals could be found in the circle of medical officers 
within the concentration camps; 5, to a very large extent within the circle of 
prisoners themselves. In addition to that it ado was found that the superiors 
gave direct orders which led to the instigation of court proceedings. One member 


was Gruppenfuehrer Gluecks, Chief of Amt Group D of the Economic and Adminis- 
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trative Main Office and its superior, the above mentioned Pohl. Secondly, 
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Grawitz, as the chief of the medical staff, and thirdly Mueller, from the Reich 
Security Main Office. However it was found out definitely that the guarding 
units of the concentration camps did not have anything to do with these criminal 
acts. It was also found out that these persons in small groups carried out these 
criminal acts but that in general the organizations to whom they belonged did not 
have anything to do with the activities. 

Q Do you mean also that persons that belonged to the circles which you 

mentioned acted correctly and were not in any way participating in any of the 


criminal actions? 


A Yes, we found out during these investigations that some commanders of 
concentration camps saw to it that their camps were in order. We also found that 
Some medical officers did not participate in any of the criminal acts within 
these concentration camps and also we found that members of commanding staffs 
of these concentration camps did not participate and did not know anything of the 
criminal acts that occurred within the campe 

O The Prosecution maintained that it was a certain duty of the SS man to shoot 
upon the order of Hitler and to carry out without any hesitation any kind of 
criminal acts on the order of Fitler. 

۱ That is not correct. The duty of obedience was the basis of the discipline 


۹ 


siyen orders were to be carried out. However, there was 


لہ 


within the SS. That is, 
a borderline to this duty of obedience and that borderline was criminal acts. Here 
paragraph 47 of the Army Courts Vartial Manual was also used for the SS, according 
to which every person makes himself liable for trial if he carries out an order 

of a superior officer if he knows that the purpose of this order is a criminal act. 
Completely out of comparison with this duty of obedience and discipline were the 


orders of Hitler. Hitler, in 1933, through the so-called Enforcement or Power نکی‎ 


و 
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Law, received all powers into his own hands, including the power to make all laws. 
\ecording to the doctrines of all nations, all decrees which are given out by the 
Chief of State, who has such powers, and which are worded Like such laws = that 
these actually are lawful laws of the nation. Every member of the State has to 
carry owt such orders and he could be forced to do so by the power of the State. 

COLONEL NEAVE: Dre Pelckmann, you have only got a very short time 
to hear your final witness and this witness is giving us rather a lecture. [I 

hed 

think he/better keep his answers shorter if we are going to have time to hear 
your final witness. In any case this doesn't appear to be the answer to your 
ouestion. 

DR. PELCKMANN: It is sufficient what he has already said. I am not 
interested in a more detailed answer. 


did 
O I believe that you mm not understand correctly the question of the 


Prosecution and that is the question concerning the participation of the SS or 


certain circles of the SS in the shootings of the 30th of June 1934. Do you 


} ۵ 
یہ 


know whether or not members of the at that time VerfPtegungstruppe, Li¢bestandarte 


7 


e 


Adolf Hitler, participated in those shootings which you had testified about and 
which other witnesses also testified about? Do you know whether or not the 
shootings were carried out according to decrees by special courts martial? 
COLONEL NEAVE: Now this question can be answered very shortly, can't it? 

A Yes, I know that the r&epystandarte carried out special courts martial 
sentences, through shooting. 

0 The Prosecution showed you a decree of Himmler, I believe of October 1943, 
No. ۶۹۔١ ہہلرا‎ This decree was supposed to have been sent, as the distributor shows, 


۰ to the Main Office SS Court. You stated that you could not remember this decree. 


Maybe it will refresh your memory or you can give us the reason why the / A 
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Main Office SS Court also received this order, if I read to you shortly the 
contents of this decree. According to this order by OK”, Keitel, paragraph 4, 
the partisans or guerilla members which were captured during the war were to be 
regarded as regular prisoners and that they were to be used as workers through 
the Labor Recruitment Office of Sauckel, Is it possible that the main office 
SS Court received this decree because according to military law these captured 
partisans or guerilla fighters were to be shot and now there had been a change 
and these men were to be used as workers instead? 

A No, that could not be, since if that had been the case this decree would 
have had to go to the Courts that were convening near the front lines but not to 
the main office SS Court back at home. No, I believe that the reason why we 
received this order is that certain orders of Keitel, as Chief of the OKW, 
were, through a certain system of distribution, at times distributed to all the 
offices in the Reich and it must be for that reason that we received this decree. 

COLONEL NEAVE: Do you have many more questions, Dr. P elckmann? 
DR. PELCKVYANN: No, I am finished. 
COLONEL NEAVE: Can this witness be excused now? 
DR. PELCKMANN: Yes. 
COLONEL NEAVE: Do you want to keep him around any Longer? 
DR. PELCKMANN: Yes, he is participating in checking the affidavits. 
COLONET, NEAVE: I see. Well, he may leave the court nowe 
(The Commission adjourned at 1050 hours.) 
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